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UM MOOT COURT TEAM ADVANCES TO INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION 
MISSOULA-
A team of students from The University of Montana School of Law will join students 
from 13 other U.S. law schools in representing their country at the 46thannual Philip C.
Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition. The Sherman & Sterling International 
Rounds of the competition will be held March 27-April 3 in Washington, D.C.
The U.S. teams will compete against 94 law schools from around the world for the 
Shearman & Sterling Jessup World Cup. The competition requires students to participate in a 
simulation of practice before the International Court of Justice, or “World Court.” The 
students have been working since September on a hypothetical case between two fictional 
countries, “The Case Concerning the Vessel ‘The Mairi M am ,’” which concerns legal issues 
resulting from a pirate attack against a ship carrying nuclear materials.
In January each team submitted two written briefs, one for each of the parties in the 
case. The UM team presented its oral arguments against competitors from throughout the 
Northwest region, as well as two non-regional teams, at the regional competition in Seattle.
Teams from the University of San Diego and the University of California, Davis, will 
also represent the Northwest region at the international competition.
The UM International Moot Court team includes third-year law students Jacey Messer, 
Matt Lowy, Eli Parker and Ryan McCarty, as well as second-year student Stephanie Happold. 
The team is coached by David Aronofsky, UM legal counsel, and Sally Cummins, a lawyer for 
the U.S. State Department. Both Aronofsky and Cummins teach public international law at
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